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THEY SAY, “MEN AND WOMEN
ARE EQUAL”
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INTRODUCTION1

No one can discount the many influences that are continuing to be
exerted upon the church. Thus, we must constantly be reminded, “the
way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct his
steps” (Jer. 10:23). However, this is exactly what Humanism embraces.
In the preface of Manifesto I and II, Humanism is described as “a
philosophical, religious, and moral point of view as old as human
civilization itself.”2 Humanism insists “that man must look to human
experience for moral and spiritual guidance, without believing that
there is a supernatural God or divine power to support him.”3 There can
be no doubt that this is an organized philosophy which removes God
and focuses on man doing what man thinks is best for man. Although
there are different variations within Humanism, the factors most
Humanists share include: 1) They do not believe in the existence of a
deity, or they do not care about the topic, 2) They believe that excellent
codes of behavior and morality can be created through human reason-
ing alone, 3) Humans created the gods and goddesses in their own
image, 4) They tend to be at the liberal end of the spectrum on such
controversial topics as abortion; equal rights for gays, lesbians, and
bisexuals; same-sex marriage; physician assisted suicide; corporal
punishment of children; feminism; et cetera. With the persistent
pressures of the world (its values, standards, ethics, morals, and how it
measures success) being guided by this philosophy—which has
infiltrated into our lives by means of education, mass media, and even
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through government—if we are not careful, we can easily allow
ourselves to be “conformed to this world” (Rom. 12:2).

One of the challenges the Humanistic philosophy presents is seen
in its influence on the thinking of those in the Feminist Movement.
With every passing decade, not only does the ever increasing pressure
of the Feminist Movement change the society in which we live (and
that of others, too), it is making inroads into religion as well. Many
people in various religious bodies are now promoting what they deem
to be “women’s rights.” It has been said: “Whatever affects the world
affects the church.” This is evidently true concerning the Feminist
Movement.

It has become commonplace in the religious world to have women
preachers, women song leaders, women prayer leaders, women
educational directors, and women elders and deaconesses. Tragically,
a number of churches of Christ are utilizing women in such leadership
roles, and they are encouraging others to do the same. As might be
expected, their tribe continues to increase. When a congregation does
so, it divorces itself from the plain teaching of the Bible. Let there be
no doubt—in this time of digression—increasing pressure is being
exerted (like never before) to change the role, place, and function of
women in the church! We understand that such efforts are far removed
from the loyalty that faithful brethren have to God’s Word. However,
some in the Lord’s church are allowing themselves to be deceived (cf.
Eph. 4:14) by the outside influences, one of which is Humanism.

In order to properly be set “for the defence of the gospel” (Phil.
1:17), it is imperative that we equip ourselves (Eph. 6) so that we can
successfully “Fight the good fight of faith” (1 Tim. 6:12). Our
archenemy, the devil, will continue his adversarial efforts by means of
his “wiles” and “devices” as the master of deceit (Eph. 6:11; 2 Cor.
2:11; Rev. 12:9). We must use the powerful “sword of the Spirit” (Eph.
6:17) to cast “down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth
itself against the knowledge of God” (2 Cor. 10:5).

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE FEMINIST MOVEMENT

A brief history of this movement is necessary.

• The first feminist document was by the British feminist Mary
Wollstonecraft. Her document, Vindication of the Rights of
Women (1792) demanded that liberty, equality, and fraternity
be applied regardless of sex, but this movement was extin-
guished for the time by the Code Napoleon.
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• In North America, Abigail Adams and Mercy Otis pressed for
the inclusion of women’s emancipation in the Constitution in
1776. However, the feminist movement really dates from
1848, when Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Lucretia Coffin Mott, and
others, at a convention in Seneca Falls, NY issued a declara-
tion of independence. This declaration demanded full legal
equality, full educational equality and commercial opportu-
nity, equal compensation, the right to collect wages, and the
right to vote. Led by Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan
Brownnell Anthony, this move spread rapidly.

• In 1946 the UN Commission on the Status of Women was
established to secure equal political rights, economic rights, as
well as educational opportunities for women throughout the
world.

• In the 1960s feminism experienced a so-called “rebirth” with
the formation of The National Organization for Women
(NOW) which was formed in 1966 and had over 400 local
chapters by the 1970s. The National Women’s Political
Caucus began the press for such changes as abortion rights,
federally supported child care centers, equal pay for women,
the occupational upgrading of women, the removal of all legal
and social barriers to education, political influence, and
economic power.

• With the leadership of Bella Abzug, Betty Friedan, and Gloria
Steinem, the Equal Rights Amendment was pushed through
Congress in 1972, but by 1982 it fell short of ratification.5

Concerning the Feminist Movement, it is almost impossible to
provide a single definition that is acceptable to everyone. “Feminism”
is defined as “the theory of the political, economic, and social equality
of the sexes.4 This definition sounds innocent enough, and many
women (and men) have been supportive of this movement without
actually knowing what its true goals are. Actually, the Feminist
Movement is anti-God, and anti-family, and it supports various kinds
of immorality, including lesbianism, gay rights, and other “live-in”
arrangements. The Feminist Movement’s goal is not to simply support
and promote such sinful activities, it insists that everyone else accept,
condone and endorse these lifestyles.

To help validate the Feminist Movement’s real goals, let us survey
some of that movement’s leaders and prominent figures.
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• Mary Daly was born October 16, 1928 in Schenectady, New
York. Mary was educated in Catholic schools, she received
her first Ph.D. from St. Mary’s College/Notre Dame Univer-
sity in 1954. She also received doctorates in theology and
philosophy from the University of Fribourg in Sweden in 1963
and 1965. Daly was at the forefront of American feminist
thinking, both in terms of her early appearance as a feminist
writer and in terms of the depth, originality and power of her
work. In her first feminist book, The Church and the Second
Sex, Daly both documented and explored the limitations
placed on women’s development in the Catholic Church by
the church’s perpetuation of the myth of the “Eternal Femi-
nine.” This was the belief that the true nature of women is to
be self-sacrificing, passive, and docile, and that women are
fulfilled only in physical or spiritual motherhood. Thus, Daly
called for creative and independent women to exorcise the
stifling image of the Eternal Feminism by “raising up their
own image” and fulfilling their potential. She also urged the
Catholic church to end discrimination against women in the
ministry along with the conceptual inadequacies that underlie
and perpetuate androcentric theology.6 (That is a theology
dominated by, or emphasizing, masculine interests or a
masculine point of view, B.P.)

• Patricia Ireland was born 1945 in Oak Park, Illinois. Patricia
started her career as an airline flight attendant, became a
successful corporate lawyer in the mid-1970s and later became
head of the powerful National Organization for Women
(NOW) from 1991-2001.7

• Gloria Steinem (born March 25, 1934 in Toledo, Ohio)
enrolled at Smith College in 1952 and graduated in 1956.
Steinem became a U.S. political activist, feminist, and editor.
She became deeply involved in the women’s liberation
movement in the late 1960s. In 1971 she was founder of the
Nation Women’s Political Caucus, and in 1972 founded Ms.,
a trend-setting magazine that she subsequently edited, to treat
contemporary issues from a feminist perspective.8

• Naomi Goldenberg is a full professor in the Department of
Classics and Religious Studies at Ottawa University in
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. Goldenberg holds a BA, from
Rutgers University (1969); MA, Yale University (1974);
MPhil, Yale University (1975); PhD, Yale University (1976).
Fields of interest are: Psychoanalysis, Women and Religion,
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and Cultural Studies. She teaches courses on: Women and
Religion, Popular Culture and Religion, Psychology of
Religion, and Contemporary Issues in the Psychology of
Religion. She has written several books: Changing the Gods:
Feminism and the End of Traditional Religions (1979; The
End of God (1982); Resurrecting the Body: Feminism,
Religion and Psychoanalysis (1993).9

Feminism’s militancy began to be exposed when the Equal Rights
Movement, in conjunction with the National Organization for Women
(NOW), battled for the passage of the Equal Rights Amendment
(ERA). Most are familiar with those two organizations, however, there
are other feminist groups which have been (and continue to be) quite
vocal in expressing their radical hatred for men. For examples:

There is the Society for Cutting Up Men (SCUM). The S.C.U.M.
Manifesto was written by Valerie Solanas. The New Educational
edition was published in January 1988 by Phoenix Press and
consist of 31 pages. As the name suggest, this group has engaged
in violence to achieve the goal of overthrowing “patriarchy.”

There is also the Women’s International Terrorist Conspiracy
Out of Hell (WITCH). This organization refers to marriage as a
“dehumanizing institution” calling marriage “a legal whoredom
for women!”10

Not only have these groups been vocal in their expressed hatred of
men, in advocating rights of homosexuals and the right of women to
have abortions on demand, they have been (and are) against virtually
every fundamental position set forth in the Bible.

Another goal of the Feminist Movement is the degenderization of
our language. That is, a language that is non-sexist! This language
change would involve not using such terms as postman, mankind,
fellowman, chairman, or manmade! They even go so far as to say that
when a baby is born we dare not call it a boy or a girl—it will be a
“person” (obviously the “kind” will have to be determined by the
feminist)!

Regarding the degenderization of our language, the influence of the
Feminist Movement manifested itself in 1983 when the ultraliberal
National Council of Churches published the Inclusive Language
Lectionary. In this work, God is referred to as “Mother and Father of
mankind,” and the Son of God as the “child” or the “human One.” This
lectionary presented gender-neutral adaptations of Scripture for the
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readings prescribed in the Common Lectionary (1983, revised 1992),
which excluded 1 Corinthians 11:3-16, 1 Corinthians 14:34-35,
Ephesians 5:22-24, Colossians 3:18, 1 Timothy 2:11-15, and 1 Peter
3:1-6. The adaptations were thoroughgoing, and included gender-
neutral language in reference to God. Soon after this, complete versions
of the Bible featuring a moderate use of gender-neutral language began
to appear. In 1985, the New Jerusalem Bible, a Roman Catholic
version, became the first such version. But, the first version to use
gender-neutral language in a really thorough and systematic way was
the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV), which appeared in 1990.
The NRSV was created under the mandate from the copyright holder,
the National Council of Churches, to eliminate “sexist” language. And,
it did attempt to remove much of the “sexist” language. However, it
neither substituted gender-neutral language in reference to God, nor did
it incorporate many of the misinterpretations proposed by feminists.
Because of this, it did not satisfy many liberals.11

To establish and recognize what the true goals of the Feminist
Movement are, let us notice exemplary statements made by Naomi
Goldenberg and Gloria Steinem, two of the movement’s leading and
best known proponents. According to Goldenberg:

Feminism will not “leave religion untouched.” She goes on to
state that “a male Christ has no symbolic meaning for women,”
thus “Feminist have to leave Christ and the Bible behind
them.”12

... the feminist movement in Western culture is engaged in the
slow execution of Christ and Yahweh ... It is likely that as we
watch Christ and Yahweh tumble to the ground, we will com-
pletely outgrow the need for an external God.13

Steinem has been a popular public figure and a spokesperson for
many feminist causes. Some of her more well-known articles and
essays are: Outrageous Acts and Everyday Rebellions (1983); Marilyn,
a biography of Marilyn Monroe retold from a feminist perspective
(1986); Revolution From Within: A Book of Self-Esteem, discussing
ways that women could empower themselves (1992); Moving Beyond
Words, another work of social commentary (1994). Steinem’s says:

A liberated woman is one who has sex before marriage and a job
after.14

By the year 2000 we will, I hope, raise our children to believe in
human potential, not God ... For the sake of those who wish to
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live in equal partnership, we have to abolish and reform the
institution of marriage ... Overthrowing capitalism is too small
for us. We must overthrow the whole ... (expletives deleted)
patriarchy.15

These matters are mentioned to give a word of warning to unsuspecting
women who desire to please God. Surely, they would not want to allow
their names and influence to be connected with these kinds of efforts!

Faithful Christians are in favor of all citizens receiving equal
treatment under the U.S. Constitution. At the same time, they will
defend all that the Bible has to say concerning God-given roles of men
and women. However, in the interest of equal wages, homosexuality,
abortion, et cetera, the faithful child of God will not join forces with
those who hold Humanistic, anti-Bible and anti-God views! That being
the case, brethren, we had better wake up, open our eyes and be
alarmed by the misleading, assaulting cries sounding forth—“lack of
identity,” “do your own thing,” “you owe it to yourself,” “living at a
higher level”—and realize what is actually being advocated by such
expressions!

STRANGE AND UNCERTAIN SOUNDS FROM WITHIN

It is much to be regretted, and a shame to say, but some in the
Lord’s church have embraced the teaching of sectarianism and
swallowed the fallacies of the Feminist Movement’s philosophy. They
have been so bold and foolish as to advocate a role and function for
women in the church that is completely foreign to the plain teaching of
the Bible. Recently, within the last two or three decades, there have
been a number of documentable accounts that reflect a definite moving
away from the “old paths” (Jer. 6:16).

The Sunset Ridge congregation printed an article entitled, “1984-85
Deacons And Deaconesses,” which states:

The term deacon means servant, and is used in the New Testa-
ment to refer to those officially appointed by the church to serve
in some special capacity. It is not a decision making post, and
obviously not limited to men. Women were given special
assignments by the church in the New Testament days and were
called deaconesses ... Here at Sunset Ridge, we currently list 42
deacons and deaconesses (emphasis added).16

In 1985, “The Worship Committee” of another congregation distributed
a questionnaire. One of the items to be checked on their questionnaire
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was whether one would “agree” or “disagree” with “Ladies speaking in
the assembly.”17

In 1988, the elders of the Bering Drive congregation delivered a
statement called “Report On Women’s Participation In Public Wor-
ship.” That “report,” presented by those elders, said:

Concerning the use of spiritual gifts by both men and women,
expressing our conviction that it is scriptural and appropriate for
sisters as well as brothers to serve in Sunday morning worship
roles of ushering, greeting visitors, receiving the offering,
reading Scripture, leading prayers, leading singing, and serving
communion. We pledged that the implementation of women in
these roles would be preceded by sermons and Bible classes on
the pertinent passages of Scripture. We also expressed a belief
that the “when” and the “how” in this matter involved waiting on
the Lord, and sensing the congregation’s willingness to be led in
this direction.18

The 21st Annual Minister’s Seminar was conducted October 16-19,
1989. On that occasion Randy Mayeux stated:

You want to talk about the issues of the ‘90s. There are Bible
majors at Abilene Christian and Lubbock Christian who are
female ... there is a woman, a teenager ... that wants to be able to
preach in some fashion to men and women when she gets older.
You want to kick her out? ... The bottom line is that in the ‘90s
diversity is the only game in town ... Can a woman lead prayer
in a mixed group? It’s a good question. And the answer, of
course, is yes she can. I mean, because it is happening.19

Again, in 1992, at the ACU Bible Lectures, Caroll Osburn made
known his heretical view that New Testament women guided public
prayers and preached sermons in gatherings of men and women. He
errantly based this conclusion on his mauling eisegesis of 1 Corinthians
11:5, which states: “But every woman that prayeth or prophesieth with
her head uncovered dishonoureth her head: for that is even all one as
if she were shaven.” Nothing in this verse or its context indicates that
women were leading prayers or prophesying during the public worship
of the church, or that they were doing so when their brothers in Christ
were present. Of course, if Paul approved such a practice in 1 Corinthi-
ans 11, then disapproved of it in 1 Corinthians 14 and in 1 Timothy
2:8-12, Paul obviously would have contradicted himself! However Paul
did not contradict himself. The ruling of Paul’s inspiration is “that
women adorn themselves in modest apparel,” that they “learn in silence
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with all subjection” and that they are not “to teach, nor to usurp
authority over the man, but to be in silence.” There is the inspired rule!
There is Paul’s commentary on Paul!

Wayne Jackson writes:

Just as feminism has become a burning issue in society, so has
it likewise in the church.  Popular professors in Christian
universities, and preachers in our churches, are arguing that
women deserve a more vocal role in the administration and
teaching program of the local congregation.  Some have openly
stated that they are not bothered by the prospect of women
elders, or ladies occupying the pulpits (or otherwise leading the
worship) in our assemblies.  Passages limiting woman’s teaching
role (e.g., 1 Corinthians 14:34; 1 Timothy 2:12) are relegated to
the realm of the “cultural.”20

Make no mistake about it, the advocates of Humanistic feminism are
constantly exerting increasing pressure—and they are making
inroads—to expand the role of women in the church. Thus, there is an
urgent need for us to give serious attention to what the New Testament
teaches concerning women and what they can do in the church.

A BRIEF OVERVIEW OF
SOME OUTSTANDING BIBLE WOMEN

Let us begin by pointing out that God has always used men and
women to accomplish His will on earth. The Bible’s record of God’s
saints throughout the ages, makes one immediately aware that He
included and involved a significant number of women in His work. Eve
is the mother of the human race (Gen. 1:28; 4:1-2, 25). Sarah, the wife
of faithful Abraham, was later set forth by Peter as a model of godly
womanhood to serve as an example in the New Testament Age (1 Pet.
3:5-6). Deborah, a prophetess, judged over Israel (Jgs. 4:4). Queen
Esther was faithful to God and was determined to act on behalf of her
people, even against the king’s promise of death. Viewing such a tragic
expectation, Esther’s great statement of faith was: “[I]f I perish, I
perish” (Est. 4:16). Elizabeth and Mary were used by God to bring
forth John and Jesus into the world (Lk. 1). Lois and Eunice, great
women of faith, instilled the principles of faith in Timothy (2 Tim. 1:5).
Many more godly women could be added to their number. Women who
applied the will of God to their lives are presented as godly women,
women who truly manifested a proper influence upon others. These,
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Bible women of faith, are women that we would commend to all the
women of the Christian Age!

THE ROLE OF WOMEN TODAY

Concerning the role of women in the church today, to be true to
God and His Word, we must begin with a point that immediately “cuts
across the grain,” and “upsets,” and “disturbs” all of those who
embrace the militancy of the women’s movements. These include: 1)
Those who adhere to Secular Feminism—all politics and no spirituality
(that say the Bible is completely irrelevant), 2) Goddess Feminism—a
matter of religious history according to them, and Biblical Femi-
nism—a belief that the identification of those texts concerning women
are descriptive of first century conditions and that are not binding on
the church today. The one common denominator saturating each of
these groups is that it is steeped in Humanism!

Even though the Patriarchal Age ended for the Gentiles about 2,000
years ago when the household of Cornelius obeyed the Gospel (Acts
10-11)—regarding marriage and home—God’s order for the family has
always been patriarchal! This means that the role of headship and
leadership has been given to the man. Bear in mind, whatever God says
about the headship and leadership of man, the Bible does not present
us with a picture of the husband and wife in a master and slave
relationship, or a role given to man where he is a dictator or tyrant. On
the contrary, God presents us with a picture showing that a husband’s
“love” and “care” for his wife is to be like Jesus’ “love” and “care” for
His bride, the church (Eph. 5:22-33; Rev. 21:2, 9). Husbands are
instructed to love their wives (cf. Eph. 5:25).  They are to “love their
wives as their own bodies” (Eph. 5:28). Every husband is to “love his
wife even as himself” Eph. 5:33). In dealing with the proper attitude
and disposition of the husband’s love, Paul writes “love your wives,
and be not bitter against them” (Col. 3:19). Peter stresses that the
husband is to treat the wife according to the knowledge given in God’s
Word, “giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel”
(generally, “she” is not as physically strong as “he”—and thus, the man
has role of being the protector, B.P.) and as being heirs together of the
grace of life” (1 Pet. 3:7).

As mentioned earlier, concerning a woman’s relation to a man and
his headship and leadership, the Bible never gives the impression that
the woman is merely a possession, or a slave, or is inferior to man!
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Absolutely nothing stated in the Bible authorizes any man to run over
any woman in “rough shod” fashion, or to abuse one in any way!

Investigating the place and role of the woman in the terms set forth
in the Bible, we see that a woman is to be in subjection to her husband.
From the earliest time, i.e., following the transgression in the garden,
God’s rule for woman has continued to be: “[T]hy desire shall be to thy
husband, and he shall rule over thee” (Gen. 3:16, emphasis added).
Thus, the headship and leadership in the family has been given to the
man.

Several passages in the New Testament provide information in this
particular area. Let us notice two passages which deal directly with this
point. In 1 Corinthians 11:3, Paul writes:

But I would have you know, that the head of every man is
Christ; and the head of the woman is the man; and the head of
Christ is God.

In 1 Timothy 2:9-14, woman’s subjection is commanded with the
justification for it addressed in verses 13 and 14:

For Adam was first formed, then Eve. And Adam was not
deceived, but the woman being deceived was in the transgres-
sion.

Thus, a woman’s being in subjection was established by God, with two
foundational points being cited. First, there is man’s preeminence in the
order of creation—“Adam was first formed.” Second, in the garden,
“the woman being deceived was in the transgression.” Both sinned, but
“Adam was not deceived,” however, Eve was “deceived.” Here, then,
is the divine basis for the headship and leadership of man, and the
subjection of woman. The point must be stressed that this is God’s
arrangement. A man is to provide loving headship and leadership (Eph.
5). When a husband provides that kind of headship and leadership, it is
not difficult for a wife to return the loving followship!

WHAT ABOUT THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN THE CHURCH

Having mentioned the home, let us here focus attention on God’s
arrangement for the church. Would it not be a chaotic thing if woman
was somehow in complete submission to her husband (respectful of his
headship and leadership), and yet, in the gathering of the church
together, she would become a tyrant and ruler over the Christian men
who were assembled? Returning to Paul’s instruction, recorded in
1 Timothy 2:11-12, there it is stressed that the woman is to “learn in
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silence with all subjection” (v. 11), and that she is not “to teach, nor to
usurp authority over the man” (v. 12). Knowing that God has assigned
the position of leadership to the man, the woman, possessing the proper
spiritual disposition, would never, in any way, be out of “subjection,”
or in the position of a usurper! To “usurp” is to exercise power or
authority that is not lawfully given to one. Therefore, to “usurp,” is to
domineer or to act upon one’s own self-seized authority, which takes
one out of the role of being in subjection.

A companion passage to 1 Timothy 2 is 1 Corinthians 14. There
Paul discusses the conduct of the saints in regard to the exercising of
spiritual gifts. Carefully note that Paul speaks of “the whole church ...
assembled together” (v. 23, ASV). By that language we know that he
is not speaking of an informal gathering in a home, or a class situation
where those present are permitted to ask a questions or to make a point.
Regardless of whether this meeting in 1 Corinthians 14 was the regular
worship assembly during which spiritual gifts were exercised, or a
special meeting specifically called for that particular purpose, it must
be noted in verse 34 women were given the role of “silence” in the
assembly.

However, Carroll Osburn, professor of New Testament at Abilene
Christian University, speaking on ACU’s annual lectureship in 1992,
decided that New Testament women guided public prayers and
preached sermons in gatherings of men and women. Again, in taking
this position, Osburn uses 1 Corinthians 11:5 as his proof-text. That
verse says:

But every woman that prayeth or prophesieth with her head
uncovered dishonoureth her head: for that is even all one as if
she were shaven.

Analyzing that verse, one can easily see that Osburn is merely
assuming that the women were praying and prophesying in groups of
both men and women! No scholarship is involved in such a baseless
assumption, and Osburn provides no Scriptural justification or proof for
such an assumption. What does he offer? He says women were doing
it and Paul did not tell them to stop, but did instruct the women to
“Keep your veil on!” Does Osburn know where and when the women
were praying and prophesying? No! Does he know that this was not a
situation where women were praying and prophesying among those of
their own sex? No! There is neither anything in 1 Corinthians 11:5
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itself, nor in its context which prevent that conclusion. The inspired
rule is:

Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not
permitted unto them to speak; but they are commanded to be
under obedience, as also saith the law. And if they will learn any
thing, let them ask their husbands at home: for it is a shame for
women to speak in the church (1 Cor. 14:34-35).

Let the woman learn in silence with all subjection. But I suffer
not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but
to be in silence (1 Tim. 2:11-12).

Women are instructed to “keep silence,” be in “subjection,” “for it is a
shame for women to speak in the church.” Women are not permitted
“to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man.” Does Osburn profess
to have more insight and a better understanding than the apostle Paul?
Does Osburn believe that Paul’s instruction contradicts itself, or that
Paul is wrong on the matter? Certainly, any commentary of man that is
in disharmony with God’s inspired teaching must be completely
disregarded. All who hold the Word of God in proper esteem will do
just that.

CONCLUSION

Men and women are “one in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:28). As Chris-
tians, everyone is to “worship the Father in spirit and in truth” (Jn.
4:23-24) and has been given work to do (Eph. 2:10; 2 Thess. 2:17;
2 Tim. 3:17; Tit. 1:10), in the areas of benevolence, edification, and
teaching. However, we must recognize that man has been given the role
of leadership and dominion. Due to the cultural changes which are
being driven by Humanism, the place and role of women has been
clouded by those who have little (if any) respect for God and His Word.
We expect those outside the Lord’s body to raise up in opposition to
God’s pattern, but tragically, there are those in the Lord’s church who
no longer desire to remain in the “old paths,” who are promoting
“change” under the guise of equality. When God made woman, He
made woman from man for man. Because it was “not good that the man
should be alone,” God made “an help meet for him” (Gen. 2:18).
Woman’s role is not to compete with man, but to complement man.
Woman’s role is not one of inferiority, but one of deference. If we have
a proper esteem and respect for Biblical authority, we must respect and
accept our God-revealed roles. And, regarding those roles, never for a
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moment must we allow ourselves to be swayed, deceived, or deluded
by the winds of change (from without or within).

Indeed, God has spoken (cf. Heb. 1:2) and His Word “endureth for
ever” (1 Pet. 1:25). The woman who follows Christ will want to know
and abide in the place God has given to her. The godly woman will be
content and glorify God in that important role (Phil 4:11; 1 Cor. 6:20).
By so doing, she will be more precious than rubies (Pro. 31:10), and
she shall be praised as she “feareth the Lord” (Pro. 31:30)!
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